From the fact that arsenic is used, and is one of the most important or necessary adjuncts to embalming fluids in use tcday, and that it is used by the various taxidermists and those interested in the preservation of animal tissues, is one of the strongest reasons for again returning to its use. The writer was very much gratified recently when at a recent meeting of one of our prominent dental societies this question was brought before the body and a vote was taken to ascertain how many of the men were using arsenous acid, and it was found that almost the entire membership was using it to a greater or less extent. This was all the more gratifying because within a year or two had a similar vote been taken few indeed would have been those who dared express themselves as advocates of that drug.
So let us not, too hastily, discard the old which has been found "tried and true," for the new, though theoretically the results be the most promising and the advocates be many.
In conclusiou let us reiterate by saying that both arsenous acid and cocain have their places in the destruction of the dental pulp. The cases should be selected for each. While cocain and pressure should be used where possible without causing pain and where all the pulp can be romoved, where pain would be inflicted or all fragments of the pulp can not be removed, arsenous acid must be used if the most gratifying results are to be obtained. When used arsenous acid should always be accompanied by cocain if the irritating activity of the arsenic is to proceed with the least amount of reflex disturbance. A word to those who have not used cocain combined with arsenic. Cocain retards the action of the arsenic, requiring a much longer period to produce the result, but permits of pulp destruction without the slightest disturbance if the application is properly made.
The usual time required is from a weed to ten days if applied directly to the exposed pulp.?The Dentists Magazine.
